
Chemistry

Course content
Exam board is AQA. The course is split into 3 sections:
• Physical chemistry 
• Inorganic Chemistry 
• Organic chemistry 

Students study these 3 units in year 1 and 2, year 1 learning will be the bases of the more complicated con-
cepts in year 2. 

Assessment 
The 3 sections are examined in three 2 hour written papers at the end of the second year.

Paper 1:
The paper covers:
• Relevant physical chemistry topics (sections 3.1.1 to 3.1.4, 3.1.6 to 3.1.8 and 3.1.10 to 3.1.12)
• Inorganic chemistry (section 3.2)
• Relevant practical skills
Assessment’s structure: 
• Written exam: 2 hours
• 105 marks
• 35% of A-level

Paper 2:
The paper covers:
• Relevant physical chemistry topics (sections 3.1.2 to 3.1.6 and 3.1.9)
• Organic chemistry (section 3.3)
• Relevant practical skills
Assessment’s structure: 
• Written exam: 2 hours
• 105 marks
• 35% of A-level

Paper 3:
The paper covers:
• Any content
• Any practical skills
Assessment’s structure: 
• Written exam: 2 hours
• 90 marks
• 30% of A-level

For additional information 
please contact or visit: 

Ms Y Al-Janabi
yal@chiswickschool.org

Entry Requirement
Grade 7 in Combined Science 
or Chemistry



Practical endorsement
Practical competency will be assessed and reported separately and does not contribute to the final grade.  
However, knowledge of the twelve core practicals are essential for success in the written exams.  A range 
of practical work will be carried out to support your studies beyond the core practicals.

Links to the exam board/specification
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/chemistry/specifications/AQA-7404-7405-SP-2015.PDF

Progression routes?
In this qualification you will learn about a wide range of chemical concepts and techniques, including 
fundamental concepts of atomic structure, the periodic table, bonding in elements and compounds, kinetics 
in chemical reactions and rates as well as energetics in fuels chemistry and combustion reactions. Core 
concepts of organic chemistry will be widely explored as well covering many different processes and 
techniques. 

Practical work is central to any study of chemistry, for this reason the course includes 12 core practicals 
which link your theoretical knowledge and understanding to practical scenarios. Through the use of practical 
work you will use your knowledge and understanding to pose scientific questions that you will investigate. 
These will allow you to develop key skills needed to progress onwards into higher education and industry.

A level Chemistry will develop your skills in data analysis and evaluation, but also encourages creative 
thinking and problem-solving skills which are transferable to any future career path. This is an ideal course 
for students considering careers in health and clinical professions, as well as teaching and research roles.

What can I do to prepare?
Look at the first topics studied in AS. How do these relate to what you’ve studied at GCSE? 
Have you got the ‘Chemical Basics’?
Can you write formulae and balance an equation?


