
AQA Biology specifications will help you to inspire students, nurture their passion for the subject and 
lay the foundations for further study and the workplace. A-level Biology is a stepping stone to future 
study, which is why we also consulted universities to ensure these specifications allow students to 
develop the skills that they want to see. This approach has led to specifications that will support you to 
inspire students, nurture a passion for Biology and lay the groundwork for further study in courses like 
biological sciences and medicine. 

A level is split into eight teaching units 
1.Biological molecules 
2.Cells 
3.Organisms exchange substance with their environment 
4.Genetic information, variation and relationship between organisms  
5.Energy transfers in and between organisms  
6.Organisms respond to changes in their internal and external environments 
7. Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems  
8.The control of gene expression 

A LEVEL BIOLOGY

For additional information please 
contact or visit:  

Mr Khodabacksh  
rkh@chiswickschool.org    

Exam board: AQA

‘Biology combines great teaching with a 
varied and interesting curriculum. The 
SNAB course requires us to take real 
data– and analyse it using our Biological 
knowledge; just like you’d do if you were 
working in the field!’  James, Year 12.

Chiswick School 
Sixth Form  
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PROGRESSION ROUTES: WHAT CAN I DO TO PREPARE?

Biology is described by the Russell Group of Universities as 
a facilitating subject – considered essential or useful for 
courses including (but not exclusively): Anthropology, 
Biochemistry, Biomedical Sciences, Chemical Engineering, 
Dentistry, Environmental Science, Materials Science, 
Medicine, Nursing and Midwifery, Optometry, Pharmacy 
and Veterinary Sciences.

Look at the first topics studied in AS. How do these 
relate to what you’ve studied at GCSE?  
Can you talk ‘Biology’? Do you know all your 
keywords from GCSE? Can you explain any 
newspaper headlines related to Biology to a family 
member? 
Look over the GCSE content before starting the court. 

Practical skills 
Practical work is at the heart of all good science teaching, and the required practical activities 
will give students the opportunity to embed their skills and knowledge. The A-level practicals 
ensure that students are able to access the Common Practical Assessment Criteria (CPAC) 
requirements of the course. 

AS requirement: D grade or above 


