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Artists Unite!

Li

You will need paper & 
a pen to begin. Work 
in your sketchbook if 
you have one, or plain 
paper is fine too..
 
Not sure where to 
start? Start on page 1 
and work your way 
through or choose an 
activity that you think 
looks interesting. 

Your journey begins 
now... 

Stuck at home and don’t 
know what to do?
Now’s a great time to 
learn something new. 
Refining skills, or just 
for fun -
Drawing is for everyone!



Challenge



Inspiration



Practise



Artists throughout history have been inspired by music, this 
activity will help you develop your sense of visual rhythm. 
1. Find anything to draw with- charcoal, pencil, marker…
2. Put on some music- instrumental is best, nothing with lyrics 

that will distract you, something with a beat.
3. Draw as you listen to the music and try to convey its visceral 

qualities. Just relax as there is no right or wrong way to do 
this. Try this using different tempos of music.

4. Enjoy the process of abstract line making.

Creativity



This woodcut by Albrecht Dürer is one of 
the most important animal pictures of all 
time. Clearly not an accurate 
representation of a rhinoceros, Dürer has 
drawn the animal with hard plates that 
cover its body like sheets of armour. 

Despite its anatomical inaccuracies, this 
image became very popular in Europe and 
was regarded as a true representation of 
a rhinoceros into the late 18th century.
 
Why do you think people at this time 
thought that this is what a rhinoceros 
really looked like?

 Knowledge

 Dürer was known 
for his skilful use of 
line. From the 
exquisitely thin to 
the incredibly 
intricate, his lexicon 
of lines was of  
infinite variety. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armour


1. Use the outline below to draw out a 
rhino (or try using a different 
animal), make it as big as the page 
you are working on. 

2. Using a variety of types of marks, 
lines & patterns- fill in your outline to 
make your own brilliantly inaccurate 
rhino design!

3. Try to convince people your animal 
actually exists!

Creativity



The best way to become more accurate 
in your drawing is to work from 
observation. This means drawing from 
an actual object, spending time looking 
and drawing exactly what you see. This 
requires focus and is a skill to practice 
and develop over time. Try it now!

Skill

1. Sharpen a purple colouring pencil 
(use a few different hues of purple if 
you have them).

2. Look carefully at the close up 
cabbage photo above (or cut a 
cabbage in half if you have one).

3. Focusing on line, look at the cabbage 
and lightly draw an outline

4. Continue drawing the inner layers.
5. Keep your pencil sharp!
6. Add tone and use different
 hues of purple to create depth.



 Knowledge

Line & pattern 
define my 
work.

How many 
different types 
of patterns can 
you find in my 
drawings?

Can you use 
some of these 
ideas in your 
own art?



Creativity

How are you feeling 
right now?

Writing and drawing 
are great, safe ways 
to express emotions. 

Create  a poem or 
write some of your 
thoughts on the tree. 
Add a pattern to 
decorate it if you 
want.

Below are 5 boxes, 
draw lines that you 
feel match each 
emotion.   



Inspiration



U

Use your skills & imagination to add 
some flair to these shoes. Use pattern 
and detail to create a unique design 
that reflects your style. 

Creativity



Create your own ‘DICTIONARY OF LINES’ by choosing a few 
from the examples below. Using a variety of these in your 
own work will allow you to show detail, texture & style. If 
you want you can invent your own types of line too.

Practise



1. Use observational 
drawing to lightly 
sketch the outline 
and inner layers of 
the rose. Work as 
large as your page 
allows.
2. Starting from the 
centre- use line so 
that it emerges from 
the inner petal and 
follows the shape of 
the rose. 

Skill



Find a plant or other object at home to draw or choose an image 
from this page. Practise looking and try to draw exactly what you 
see. Spend at least 25 minutes. Use pen or pencil and aim to 
achieve accuracy and detail. 

Challenge



Use your understanding of line & pattern, 
along with your imagination to finish the 
drawing below...

Creativity



Practise Try drawing the other half of 
the design below. You could 
draw the mirrored image to 
improve your proportions 
and accuracy or you can be 
creative and invent an 
entirely new pattern.



Inspiration



Creativity



Creativity
Copy the template below to help 
you begin your Mandela



Now you know how 
to use line & pattern 
well and understand 
how to create a 
Mandela. 

A friend of yours has 
asked if you could 
design something 
inspiring for their 
new home office.

Create a half 
Mandela pattern to 
help decorate their 
very boring space.

Challenge



Noses are tricky and can make or break a portrait. Even 
the great Leonardo Da Vinci struggled with drawing 
noses at the beginning of his career. To improve he 
started ‘collecting’ interesting noses by drawing them, 
he even had a sketchbook with over 400 different noses. 
Develop your nose drawing & cross hatching skills by 
practising sketching out the noses below.  

Practise



Using your newly-practised nose-drawing skills, add a nose 
and the rest of a face to the head below. Try to include as 
much detail as possible. Don’t forget the hair!

Challenge



Upside-down drawing forces you to focus on what things actually 
look like and not what you think things look like. 
1. Copy the drawing just as you see it.
2. Complete the entire drawing upside down.
3. Do not turn your paper around until you are finished. 
4. Limit your time on this drawing to about 40 minutes.

Skills



Thank you for being a 
part of this adventure! 

I would love to see and 
post some of your 
artwork if you’re happy 
to share. 

Find me on Twiitter ...
 
        @pencils_on_mars
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  Let me know which activities you found most useful
 and what you would like to learn in the next episode.


