
 Composition
LiArt Class 2

Li Mrs J Marker



Artists Unite!

Li

You will need paper & 
a pen to begin. Work 
in your sketchbook if 
you have one, or plain 
paper is fine too..
 
Not sure where to 
start? Start on page 1 
and work your way 
through or choose an 
activity that you think 
looks interesting. 

Your journey begins 
now... 

Staying home and don’t 
know what to do?
Now’s a great time to 
learn something new. 
Refining skills, or just 
for fun -
Drawing is for everyone!



Creativity



Composition
Composition is the term used for the 

arrangements of the elements or 
objects in an artwork. 

A successful composition draws in the 
viewer and pulls their eye across the 
whole painting so that everything is 

taken in and finally settles on the main 
subject of the painting.

Try using one of the following 
strategies to ensure an effective 

composition…

 Knowledge



Try giving your collage 
a geometric 
structure...

Jelle Martin

Inspiration

Ian Wright

Or think about how little 
parts of colour or pattern  

can create a whole 
picture- like a face



1. Create a collage that visually explores a theme or 

feeling, or focus on COMPOSITION. 

2. Use a variety of sources (magazines, newspapers, 

printed out images, old ticket stubs, weird bits from 

your pockets, your own photographs, doodles, 

drawings, receipts, stamps, old books etc.)

3. Fill the page by tearing/cutting images & layering in 

an interesting way before gluing down.

4. Be innovative, take risks and be sure to share your 

work with someone!

Challenge



  Here are a few strategies you can try using   
  when creating a collage.

 Knowledge



Inspiration



Théodore Géricault's massive scene of 
shipwrecked men helpless in the grips of 
the ocean, is one of the most influential 
works of French Romanticism. ‘The Raft 
of the Medusa’ is based on a French naval 
warship  that fought in the Napoleonic 
Wars of the early 19th Century. The ship 
survived these maritime battles only to 
crash on a sandbank during an attempt to 
colonize Senegal. A shortage of lifeboats 
sent sailors scrambling to build a raft. 
Only 10 of approximately 150 people who 
boarded the raft survived. Artist Géricault 
drew his inspiration from the accounts of 
two survivors. 

 Knowledge

Composition: All the action 
is arranged in two 
pyramidal shapes. The 
diagonal lines lead the eye 
to two key peaks: the wave 
that may or may not engulf 
the survivors on the raft, 
and the flag in the top right 
corner that is raised in a 
last gesture of hope to the 
ship that may or may not 
rescue them. 



To better understand the mastery of Gericault’s composition, try 
sketching your own version of The Raft of Medusa. Don’t worry about 
making mistakes, this exercise is about carefully looking, and 
simplifying the painting into shapes and loose, flowing  lines. Use a 
marker pen, crayon or a stick of charcoal, cante or graphite and spend 
up to 10 minutes on this quick study.  

Practise



The Rule of Odds
One of the first things to decide in 
a composition is how many items there will 
be in it. 

The simplest ways to make a composition 
more dynamic is to have an odd number in 
the composition, say three, five, or seven, 
rather than an even number, say two, four, 
or six. 

Having an odd number of things in a 
composition means your eye and brain 
can't pair them up or group them easily. 
There's somehow always one thing left 
over, which keeps your eyes moving across 
the composition.

 Knowledge

Eye Movement & 
Geometric 
Configurations

Try using geometry to 

control the way a 

viewer’s   moves through 

your composition.



I think you are pretty amazing! So do lots of other people.
Fill in the circles below to remind yourself of how great you are!
 

Creativity

1. Starting with what you’ve 
written in the circles above- 
Create a collage that 
explores who you are. 

2. Use a variety of sources 
(magazines, newspapers, 
printed out images, old 
ticket stubs, weird bits 
from your pockets, your 
own photographs, doodles, 
drawings, receipts, stamps, 
old books etc.)

3. Choose a Composition Rule 
(pages 1-2) to follow if you 
wish. 



“The Birth of Venus” was painted by Sandro 
Botticelli between 1482 and 1485. 

The Golden Mean was written in Milan in 
1496-1498 and published in Venice in 1509.
 
Despite predating the discovery of The Golden 
Mean, this paintings’ canvas fits the proportions 
of the ratio. Additionally, Venus’ navel is at the 
golden ratio point of the height of her body. It’s 
possible to create a golden ratio point of her 
body with several reasonable variations, but 
they all cross exactly at her navel, and at the 
bottom of her elbow. 

 Knowledge

 Do you think Botticelli used the golden ratio 
intentionally or is it a coincidence that this painting  
features the divine proportions?  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Lk5CJCG-znqCrM&tbnid=wc_yrKMHrmE_BM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fthedelightsofseeing.blogspot.com%2F2010%2F11%2Frule-of-thirds-golden-rectangle.html&ei=OyZVUrPLPMel0wWNx4DADw&bvm=bv.53760139,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNFj-odJq2-PJeAH3TuLVdadzju2Kw&ust=1381398427818306
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=efHDXmSaHSvCHM&tbnid=j35rT14io-YY9M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.noupe.com%2Fshowcases%2Fstate-of-web-design-in-greece.html&ei=iSZVUtTRC7Sb0wXFtIDgAQ&bvm=bv.53760139,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNFj-odJq2-PJeAH3TuLVdadzju2Kw&ust=1381398427818306


Copy the head of Venus out large on your own piece of 
paper. Using collage, pattern, colour or a combination of 
the three create your own Goddess of Love!  

Creativity



Practise



Creating an effective Composition is about understanding how to 
use Space. Try this Negative Space exercise to test & develop this 
ability. This exercise will also enable you to create art with high 
contrast. 

1. Find a plant or chair 
you like.

2. Use a pencil to lightly 
sketch the contour of 
the plant. 

3. Add tone or black to 
the exterior (negative) 
space of the 
composition.  

Skill



 Knowledge



Ian    Bodnaryk

Tim 
Wessleman

Roberto Berdnadi

Paul Cezanne
Sarah Graham

Inspiration



Observational drawing directly from a still 
life that you’ve set up is one of the best 
ways to develop your skills as an artist. 
Your work will have much greater depth 
& realism as you are working from actual 
objects rather than from a flat image.

1. Use one of the Composition Rules 
and a few everyday objects you have 
at home to set up a still life.

2. Use a pencil to lightly sketch the main 
shapes carefully observing your still 
life.

3. Use the sequence below as a guide- 
you can finish your work using 
colouring pencils if you wish.

Skill



Use your 
imagination and 
your collage skills 
in the next activity 
to create your 
own ‘Found 
Poem’. Here are 
some examples to 
get your creative 
juices flowing.
 

Inspiration



Creativity



Piet Mondrian is well known for his simple, geometric 
compositions. Work with 3 other humans to create your own 
collaborative composition. Follow the instructions below. Use 
primary colours or create your own colour scheme.  

Challenge



Choose a drawing technique (Observational, 
Upside-down, Grid) to complete your own ‘Lichtenstudy’. 
(For Grid Method see next page). Focus on neatness and 
accuracy. Add your own colour scheme to complete the 
pop portrait. 

Skill



Skill



Thank you for being a 
part of this adventure! 

I would love to see and 
post some of your 
artwork if you’re happy 
to share. 

Find me on Twiitter ...
 
        @pencils_on_mars

 

LeL

  Let me know which activities you found most useful
 and what you would like to learn in the next episode.


