
 

Geography Y7  curriculum map 

Dates Autumn term 1 Autumn term 2 Spring term 1 Spring term 2 Summer term 1 Summer term 2 

Focus What is a Geographer? Earth as a natural 
resource 

The economy and 
globalisation 

Weather and Climate Settlements and 
Urbanisation 

Oceans under threat 

Key 
Knowledg
e and 
understan
ding 

Students will … 
learn the different types 
of geography.  
know the continents and 
oceans. 
learn how to ask 
geographical questions. 
to use map skills 
including OS maps, 
contours, scale, compass 
points etc.  

Students will …  
Learn about the Earth’s 4 
spheres. 
Know how the 4 spheres 
interact with each other. 
Identify ways in which the 
use of natural resources 
can be made more 
sustainable. 
use maps and atlases to 
locate places and find 
patterns in maps and 
graphs. 

Students will …  
Learn about globalisation 
and how it affects them 
in their everyday lives. 
They will learn about fair 
trade, sweatshops, 
supply chains and sectors 
of the economy. Students 
will produce a written 
piece evaluating the 
extent to which 
globalisation has helped 
developing countries. In 
the end will decide where 
it is best to put a car 
manufacturing company. 

Students will.. 
Learn about the 
difference between 
weather and climate and 
how this differs locally, 
nationally and globally. 
Students will learn about 
different types of rainfall, 
cloud cover and how 
latitude and marine 
influence determines the 
UK's climate. Students 
will create their own 
weather station and 
collect data on the local 
day to day weather. 
weather. The skills 
involved will include 
creating GIS maps that 
can present their 
findings.   
 

Students will... 
Begin to use theoretical 
models (e.g  Burgess and 
Hoyt Model) and critique 
these using ordnance 
survey maps. Consider 
place and mind map their 
local areas. 
Understanding the 
interdepence of cities and 
rural areas in the UK. 
They will use the Index of 
Multiple Deprivation data 
to compare 
socioeconomic difference 
across London. They will 
also look at exciting case 
studies such as Dubai , 
Lagos  and the growth of 
favelas in Brazil.  
 

Students will  
Understand the 
importance of the 
oceanic circulatory 
system on climate. They 
will also learn about the 
significance of coral reefs 
and and how the ocean is 
under extreme pressure 
from a range of different 
threats.  
A lot of attention will be 
paid towards the global 
crisis involving plastic. 
This will culminate in a 
summer project 
promoting more 
responsible use of 
plastics.  

Key Skills Developing enquiry 
questions. 
Collecting, presenting and 
analysing primary data. 
Using maps at different 
scale to understand, 
longitude and latitude, 
coordinates, topography, 
relief and distance.  
Writing paragraphs that 
use data as evidence.   

Creating maps and graphs 
using secondary data and 
analysing what the graphs 
show. 
Identifying different types 
of weathering around the 
school. 
Writing paragraphs to 
explain reasons why the 
spheres interrelate. 
 

using secondary data and 
numeracy skills to make 
graphs and charts. 
Making judgements as to 
whether sweatshops 
should be kept open or 
shut down. 
Comparing and 
contrasting different 
employment sectors 
around the world. 

Linking global physical 
processes to their local 
area. Measuring and 
collecting data and 
presenting it using maps. 
Analysing data and 
comparing it to past 
records.  
Researching case studies 
focused on tropical 
cyclones.  

Students will collaborate 
and make judgements 
based on the sustainable 
development of cities.  
Students will use map 
skills to enhance their 
understanding of scale 
and space. They will learn 
how cities are structured 
and how different parts 
of a city function.   

Linking local and global 
actions and 
understanding how 
complex and difficult it is 
to manage the ocean 
sustainably. 



Key aspects, conducting 
geographical enquiries 
and how to use data, 
including maps.  

 
Using maps, analysing 
secondary data 

Evaluating whether 
globalisation is a good or 
bad thing. 
 

GEM Teacher feedback: -  
Presentation of data, 
marking DEAL 
paragraphs.  
 
Peer assessment: Using 
examples in descriptive 
writing.  
 
Student tests:  Using 
coordinates, continent 
and ocean test.  

Teacher feedback: -  
Presentation and 
explanation of map 
created showing the 
production and 
consumption of oil 
around the world. 
 
Peer assessment:  
Storyboard peer 
assessment 
 
Student tests:  
Quiz - different spheres, 
renewable and non-
renewable energy sources  

Teacher feedback: -  
Evaluate questions - 
evaluate the extent to 
which globalisation has 
helped developing 
countries. 
 
Peer assessment:  
Sweatshops PEEL 
paragraph 
 
Student tests:  
Do now activities 
 
 

Teacher feedback: -  
DEAL paragraphs for data 
analysis.  
 
Peer assessment:  
Use of PEEL paragraphs 
to explain processes in 
creating rainfall/clouds.  
 
Student tests:  
 
DO now activities.  

Teacher feedback: -  
Students promote their 
ideas on how to make 
cities more sustainable. 
 
Peer assessment:  
Use of evaluate style 
question regarding 
sustainable development.   
 
Student tests:  
 
Do now activities 

Teacher feedback: -  
DEAL paragraphs for data 
analysis.  
 
Peer assessment:  
Use of PEEL paragraphs 
to explain processes in 
relating to ocean food 
webs. 
Student tests:  
 
Do now activities 

Link to 
GCSE 
 
 
 

All key skills learnt in 
these taster sessions 
provide the basis for 
assessment throughout 
KS3 and KS4. 
 
Added more focus on 
testing of fieldwork and 
data analysis skills that 
are required in new 
specification at GCSE. 

Introduces students to a 
systems approach in 
learning. Introduces key 
systems e.g water cycle, 
ecosystems and rock 
cycle.  
Using place to understand 
complex issues globally 
re:oil consumption.  
Graphical skills including 
flow maps.  

Writing using PEEL 
paragraphs. 
Using map skills 
Data analysis 
Evaluating whether 
globalisation is good or 
bad. 

Focus on analysis of data 
and using GIS.  
Evaluating reliability and 
validity of their primary 
research.,  
 
Understanding a range of 
Social, Economic and 
Environmental factors. 
 
Explaining physical 
process using PEEL 
structures.  

Using a range of case 
studies to make in depth 
conclusions.  
Evaluative writing skills 
will be applied.  
 
Using OS skills and 
relating theory to real 
situations.  

Linking global process 
and concepts to students 
individual and local 
actions.  
 
Using analytical writing 
skills using a range of 
data presentation 
techniques.  

              

 

 


