
 

Geography Y9  curriculum map 

Dates Autumn term 1 Autumn term 2 Spring term 1 Spring term 2 Summer term 1 Summer term 2 

Focus Investigating Coasts Changing Populations Battle for the 
Biosphere  

Health and Disease Superpowers and Conflict Frozen Planet 

Key 
Knowledg
e and 
understan
ding 

Students will study the 
UK’s dynamic coastline. 
Understanding the role of 
waves and geology in 
shaping our coastline.  
Students will identify a 
range of features and 
start to consider the 
implications of sea-level 
rise. Students will 
conduct research on  
areas threatened by 
erosion and how this can 
be managed. This will 
also involve an exciting 
trip to Eastbourne 
whereby they can see 
these processes in action.  
 
 

Students will …  
begin to make links between 
levels of development and the 
impact on population change 
around the world. Students 
will learn to use population 
pyramids to predict future 
projections and past events. 
They will learn about Japan’s 
ageing population and the 
one- child policy in China.  

Students will … 
learn what biomes 
are and how they are 
distributed.  
Will understand that 
both global and local 
factors influence 
biome location. 
will learn how the 
biosphere maintain 
soil health, regulates 
the atmosphere and 
control the 
hydrological cycle.  
assess different 
threats to the 
biosphere including 
the use of palm oil.  
evaluate sustainable 
approaches. 
 

Students will… 
learn about different 
diseases how this links to 
geography. Students will 
look at the social, 
economic and 
environmental impacts of 
diseases. Students will 
conduct a short 
investigation on how 
health impacts the local 
area of Chiswick. 
 
Students will synoptically 
link different topics to the 
geography of diseases.  

Students will  
learn about a wide range 
of conflicts occuring on a 
variety of different scales. 
Including the debate over 
gas pipelines from Russia, 
the race for claiming the 
Arctic and the fight for 
power over the South 
China sea. Students will 
conduct in depth 
research in this topic they 
will use a variety of 
sources to analyse and 
evaluate the importance 
of geography in global 
politics.  
 
Students will work in 
groups to prepare 
debates and 
presentations.  
 

Students will  
complete a project based 
on the Arctic and 
Antarctic. Learning about 
the diverse cultures and 
of the Arctic and the 
importance of Arctic food 
webs.  
 
 They will look how 
important the Antarctic is 
in terms of global climate 
and sea level changes. 
This will be a synoptic 
style project whereby 
students focus on one 
issue but try to use their 
wider geographical 
knowledge from other 
topics to justify certain 
global decisions that have 
to made about the 
future. 
 

Key Skills Students will use ICT to 
create story maps using 
Google Earth about their 
trip.  They will be able to 
explain some complex 
physical processes and 
how humans try to 
manage these.  

Using models such as the 
demographic transition 
model and producing 
population structure graphs 
to show a link between 
development and population.  
 

Using models, 
climate graphs, using 
a range of resources 
(data, quotes and 
graphs) as evidence 
including GIS maps.  
Calculating range.  
assess questions and 
making judgements 

Students will use a 
variety of maps and 
graphs and other sources 
of secondary data to 
make links. 

Students will use a 
variety of secondary 
sources including a range 
of maps and different 
forms of data.  
 
 

Students will use their 
wider geographical 
knowledge and decision 
making skills to justify 
their opinions about 
global issues relating to 
the Arctic.  



Using a variety of source to 
evaluate the success of the 
one-child policy 

 
Sustainability, 
interconnections of 
spheres. Economic 
VS Environment  

GEM Teacher feedback: -  
Feedback on their Story 
Map 
 
Peer assessment:  
DEAL structures relating 
to erosion rates and 
management.  
Student tests:  
Do Now 
 

Teacher feedback: -  
Feedback on China and role in 
Africa assess questions 
 
Peer assessment:  
Assessment of PEEL based on 
Mexican birth rates and 
evaluation of migration 
policies.  
Student tests:  
DO now 
 

Teacher feedback: -  
Marking practice 
assess question in 
books 
 
Peer assessment:  
Descriptions of 
biome distribution. 
Student tests:  
Biome characteristic 
test 

Teacher feedback: -  
Marking of DEAL 
paragraphs - investigation 
 
Peer assessment:  
Feedback given on 
comparing development 
to diseases 
Student tests:  
Do now tests 

Teacher feedback: -  
Marking of justify style 
questions. 
 
Peer assessment:  
Feedback given on PEEL 
style questions.  
Student tests:  
Student tests: Do now 
tests 

Teacher feedback: -  
Teacher will help 
students edit and 
improve speeches.  
 
Peer assessment:  
Feedback given on 
synopticity in 
justifications.  
Student tests:  
Do now tests.  
 
 

Link to 
GCSE 
 
 
 

Key topic in GCSE and A-
Level.  
USing GIS to map place 
specific information. 
 

Population dynamics and 
development are a key 
synoptic theme throughout 
the GCSE underpinning many 
of the topics studied. This is a 
key concept which facilitates 
understanding in the GCSE. 

Content knowledge is 
spiralled down from 
KS4 spec. Focus on 8 
mark style assess 
questions. More 
numerical skills e.g. 
mean averages and 
range being 
introduced. 

Being synoptic by linking 
different topics to health 
and disease - looking at 
scale and place. 

Using contextual case 
studies based on 
regional/global scales 
helps student make links 
between different places 
and topics within  
geography.  

Using decision making 
skills and ‘being synoptic’ 
and practicing justify style 
questions are the main 
demand of the 
Component 3 exam at 
GCSE.  

              

 

 


