
 

Geography Y8  curriculum map 

Dates Autumn term 1 Autumn term 2 Spring term 1 Spring term 2 Summer term 1 Summer term 2 

Focus Tectonic Hazards Development Dilemmas Climate Change and 
Water Security 

Tourism Diverse Africa Local Investigations 

Key 
Knowledge 
and 
understand
ing 

Students will … 
Learn the different 
layers of the Earth and 
the theory of plate 
tectonics. 
Learn about the impacts 
of earthquakes and 
volcanoes on 
developing and 
developed countries. 
Learn how to describe 
the distribution of 
earthquakes and 
volcanoes. 
 

Students will …  
Learn about the different 
issues associated with 
development.  Students 
will understand the 
challenges of 
development from a 
country and a city based 
aspect, looking at what 
solutions can be put in 
place.  Learn how to 
assess the challenges 
within a developed and 
developing country. 

Students will …  
Learn about the different 
issues facing water usage 
and security around the 
world. Students will 
understand how water 
moves around the globe 
through the hydrological 
cycle and where most 
freshwater is stored on 
the planet. Students will 
also investigate how 
water disputes can lead 
to conflict over fragile 
water supplies. 
Furthemore, students will 
take part in a campaign 
to raise awareness of 
water shortages around 
the world by creating a 
WaterAid advert.  

Students will... 
Learn how important the 
tourism industry has 
become and evaluate the 
impact of tourism on 
economies of different 
scales including London 
and the UK.  
They will make links to 
the process of 
globalisation and evaluate 
the social and 
environmental  impact 
tourism is having on 
tourism hotspots 
including the Spanish 
coast and Thailand.  
 
 
 
 
 

Students will …  
Learn about 
misconceptions and 
current challenges and 
future solutions facing 
Africa. 
Students will gain a 
greater understanding of 
the physical, human, 
social, environmental and 
political makeup of 
Africa. 
Students will conduct in 
depth investigations on 
how Africa is looking to 
the future to help it 
develop, alongside how 
growing international 
relations with China have 
seen both positive and 
negative impacts across 
the continent.   
Further investigations will 
look to delve deep into 
conflicts that have 
shaped the political and 
human landscape of 
some African countries. 
Focus will also be draw to 
the physical and 
environmental landscape 
of Africa, building on key 

Students will …  
Learn about and build an 
appreciation of the local 
geography on their 
Chiswick school doorstep 
around them.  
The lessons will be split 
into three human 
geography, three physical 
geography and three 
fieldwork lessons which 
are all aimed and 
developing a more in-
depth knowledge of the 
local geographies around 
Chiswick school.  
This topic aims to provide 
powerful knowledge to 
all students about the 
natural environment of 
the wetlands centre and 
how humans interact 
with it as well as their 
interaction with built-up 
urban areas that this 
topic will look at such as 
Chiswick high street.   
 



skills from the previous 
scheme of learning. 

Key Skills Using longitude and 
latitude to locate 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes around the 
world 
Analyse the evidence 
for continental drift.  
Make a judgement 
regarding distribution of 
foreign aid.  
Assess the vulnerability 
of a developing and 
developed country.  
  
KEY CONCEPTS: 
Using maps and real life 
evidence to understand 
the effects of volcanoes 
and earthquakes 

Identifying information 
from a range of different 
maps. 
Analysing information 
from different sources to 
draw conclusions and 
understand factors. 
Make a judgement as to 
what the factors are that 
are most influential in the 
development issue. 
Assess the varying 
impacts of different 
areas. 
 
KEY CONCEPT:  
Using maps to extract 
information.  To 
emphasise with the 
people of the area. 

Identifying water usage 
across the globe through 
map interpretation. 
Analysing information in 
order to investigate the 
causes of water conflicts. 
Creating visual material 
to aid the promotion of a 
WaterAid campaign. 
 

Students will collaborate 
and make judgements 
based on whether mass 
tourism in Thailand could 
be considered 
sustainable.   
Students will use 
graphical skills to enhance 
their understanding of 
economic impact.  

Using climate models 
and climate graphs to 
interpret and analyse 
distinct climates of 
Africa. 
 
Using GIS to investigate 
population distribution 
across the continent of 
Africa. 
 
Development, Top Down 
Bottom Up 
Development, Conflict, 
Population distribution. 

Fieldwork skills  
Data collection  
Data presentation  
Analytical skills  

GEM Teacher feedback: -  
Earthquake comparison 
 
Peer assessment:  
earthquake and 
volcanoes distribution 
 
Student tests:  
Plate tectonics, shield 
and composite 
volcanoes 

Teacher feedback: -  
Assess question on 
whether we live in a fair 
world. 
 
Peer assessment:  
Explain how the 
variations affect 
development. 
 
Student tests:  
Distribution of inequality, 
factors of different unfair 
world. 

Teacher feedback: -  
Assess question on 
conflict in the Nile.  
 
Peer assessment:  
Continuous, multiple 
checkpoint stages 
throughout the topic. 
 
Student tests:  
 
 

Teacher feedback: -  
Assess question based on 
impact of tourism.  
 
Peer assessment:  
Explain questions - how 
to make tourism more 
sustainable.    
 
Student tests:  
 
Do now activities 

Teacher feedback: -  
Marking practice assess 
question in books. 
 
Peer assessment:  
Assess questions  
Student tests:  
Quick Fire 5 Starters 

Teacher feedback: -  
Mid term GEM 
Final fieldwork report on 
either human or physical 
geography research  
 
Peer assessment:  
Checkpoint stages 
throughout the topic.  
 
Student tests:  
Do now activities  



Link to 
GCSE 
 
 
 

Assess questions and 
comparing data, 
physical processes and 
SEE impacts for a 
developing and 
developed country.  
Using coordinates and 
numeracy skills to make 
decisions. Comparing 
vulnerability.  

Assess questions, explain 
questions. 
Links directly with topic 2 
of the GCSE specification.  
Direct links with reading 
maps and understanding 
different factors within 
the issues of 
development. 

Assess questions, explain 
questions. 
Data interpretation to aid 
exam style questions. 
Case study investigations. 

Using a range of case 
studies to make in depth 
conclusions.  
Evaluative writing skills 
will be applied.  
 
 

Content knowledge is 
spiralled down from KS4 
spec. Focus on 8 mark 
style assess questions. 
More numerical skills e.g. 
mean averages and range 
being introduced. 
 
Further link to GCSE can 
be seen through focus on 
Top Down Bottom Up 
development. 

Key topic in GCSE and A-
Level.  
USing GIS to map place 
specific information. 
 

              

 

 


