
  

 

Slavery in Britain – Y9 Term 1 

Week 1: Slavery and Pre-1500s West African Civilisations  
- Slavery is a condition of suffering, where people show ownership over others. 
- Different types of slavery were already common before the 1500s, based on 
class or capturing people in war e.g. forced labour, or debt slavery. 
- West Africa was split into many kingdoms, eg Ghana (c.830-1235), Benin 
(c.1440 to 1897), Mali (c.1230 to c.1600) and Songhai (c.1375 to c.1591).  
- The East African slave trade existed before Europeans arrived. Slaves were 
treated with respect and were treated almost the same as free people. 
- In 1324, Mansa Musa I, Muslim king of the Mali Empire, gained attention with 
a pilgrimage to Mecca where he gave away gold worth more than £82m today.  
- Timbuktu: a city in the Songhai Empire which was an important centre for 
trade across West Africa. 

Week 3: Enslavement 

- The slave trade existed for centuries, peaking 1740-1810. Roughly 60,000 

Africans were shipped to the Americas every year. 

- Triangular trade - traders sailed with manufactured goods from Britain to 

West Africa; Africans were shipped across the Atlantic in the Middle Passage to 

be sold as slaves; ships returned to Britain with goods made by slave labour.  

- Middle Passage: took 6-11 weeks. Slaves were chained below deck and 

mistreated, raped or forced to dance on deck. 16% of slaves were weakened, 

died or committed suicide. 

- On the plantations, families were separated and renamed. Slaves weren’t 

allowed to read and write, speak their own language or worship freely. 

 

 
 
 

 

Week 5:  The Abolition Movement and Emancipation  

- 1787: Society for the Abolition of Slavery set up in Britain. William 

Wilberforce, an MP, led the anti-slavery movement in Parliament.   

- Abolitionists’ campaign methods included information leaflets, public 

meetings, eyewitness statements and presenting MPs with petitions.   

- Women and religious groups campaigned against slavery and invited 

former slaves to Britain to speak about their experiences, eg Mary Prince, 

Phyllis Wheatley, Frederick Douglass and Olaudah Equiano.  

- 1807: Abolition of the Slave Trade Act was passed to end the slave trade. 

- 1834: slavery in the British colonies became illegal with the Emancipation Act. 

Week 2: European Colonisation 

- Britain controlled an empire between 1601 and 1973.  

- British colonies allowed Britain to gain slaves, spread Christianity, gain money 

and resources from overseas trade, and to improve its military strength. 

- European countries competed for control of land in Africa between 1876 and 

1914 in the ‘Scramble for Africa’. 

- Effects on African nations: land was taken from Africans for mining or large 

farms. British people started moving to live in these areas. European countries 

forced Africans to work, moving them from their families. Africans were used 

as cheap labour. European-styled education was introduced to help increase 

literacy. Western medicine was introduced. 

 

 
Week 4: Resistance and Rebellions  
- Slaves used passive resistance (non-violent methods), running away, working 
slowly and keeping African traditions and active resistance (violent methods), 
arson and stealing. Slaves were punished for running away or breaking rules. 
- Resistance and rebellions meant the slave trade was becoming less profitable 
by the 1800s, forcing some slave traders to stop. 
- 1790s-1830s: slave rebellions frequently occurred in the British colonies 
Jamaica, Grenada, St. Lucia and Guyana, British Virgin Islands and Dominica 
- Toussaint L’Ouverture led a successful slave revolt in Haiti in 1791. Bussa’s 
Rebellion was the largest slave rebellion in Barbados. In Jamaica, Samuel 
Sharpe led an uprising in 1831, burning houses and controlling large areas. 
Nanny of the Maroons escaped slavery and set up a town of escaped slaves. 

Week 6: Legacies of Slavery 

- Slavery contributed to the economic development of European countries, 

and left Africa depopulated, underdeveloped and politically unstable.  

- In 1833 the British government used 40% of national budget to pay British 

slave owners for lost ‘property’ after emancipation.  

- By the 1900s, racism and violence was common for black people in Britain.  

- Slavery created the African diaspora – millions of people of African descent all 

over the world, especially in Europe and the Americas. The African diaspora 

had a great impact on global culture, in science and medicine, music and 

popular culture. 


