
  

 

The Mughal Empire – Y8 Term 1 

Week 1: What was the Mughal Empire? 

- Mughal Empire existed 1526-1857 

- Founded by Babur (descendant of Genghis Khan) 

- The Mughals called it the Timurid Empire; also known as Hindustan 

- Emperor Akbar extended the empire to cover almost the whole 

Indian subcontinent 

- At its biggest, the Mughal Empire had 150 million people. 

- Capital city: Agra and then Shahjahanabad (walled city within Delhi) 

- The empire was a multi-ethnic state and saw the spread of the 

Hindustani language (covering Hindi and Urdu) around the region. 

Week 2: Rulers and Religion 

- Mughal emperors were part Rajput and part Persian 

- Akbar expanded empire through warfare and diplomacy 

- Shah Jahan saw culture and luxury of Mughal court reach its peak 

- Akbar created Din-i-Ilahi, new religion, and allowed religious freedom 

- Last emperor was Bahadur Shah Zafar 

- All Mughal emperors were Muslim 

- Most people of the empire were Hindu and some Sikh 

- Aurangzeb was the first emperor to impose Sharia law; he also tore 

down Hindu temples and created a heavy tax on Hindus. 

-  

Week 3: Culture, Art, Architecture  

- Shah Jahan built the Taj Mahal at Agra: white marble tomb for his 

wife Mumtaz Mahal, and later for him.  It was built between 1632 and 

1653 and cost the equivalent of £660 million. 

- Mughals developed unique architecture and their forts, palaces and 

tombs are tourist attractions today, eg Red Fort and Shalimar Gardens 

- Mughal art combined colour and boldness of Indian art with Persian 

techniques. Artists came from Iran to set up studios. 

- Many Mughal paintings focused on animals, birds and courtly life, as 

well as historical and mythical scenes. 

 

Week 4: Cities, Industrialisation and Technology 

- 15% of people in Mughal Empire lived in cities – more than entire 

urbanised population of Europe. 

- Biggest cities were Agra, Lahore, Dhaka and Delhi. 

- Cities acted as markets for trade as well as political and military 

centres. 

- Mughal Empire was the biggest manufacturing centre in global trade 

- Mughals exported cotton, silks, spices, indigo dye and saltpetre 

(ingredient for gunpowder) to the rest of the world. 

- Mughal technological progress included shampoo and gunpowder. 

Week 5: Independence Movements and Resistance 

- Aurangzeb’s religious reforms led to resistance, including a 30-year 

rebellion by the Rajputs. 

- Aurangzeb fought a 26-year war against the Marathas for control of 

the Deccan region. His victories expanded the Mughal Empire to its 

greatest extent, but weakened it by costing so much money and killing 

100,000 men a year for the last ten years. 

- In 1739, Nadir Shah (shah of Persia) invaded the Mughal Empire and 

briefly captured the capital, Delhi. His army killed around 30,000 

people in one day as well as stealing much of Delhi’s wealth. 

Week 6: Decline and Defeat of Mughal Empire 

- From 1707, the Mughal Empire began to decline (weaken) because it 

had lost money, faced religious rebellion and rulers lost popularity.  

- In 1719, there were four different Mughal Emperors, showing the 

weakness of the royal family. 

- The Marathas took over more and more of the Mughal Empire from 

the north with expert horsemen cutting off supplies to Mughal forts. 

- The Mughal Empire was also attacked by the Persians and Afghans. 

- The last Mughal Emperor, Bahadur Shah Zafar, was removed by the 

British government, who established British Empire in India. 


