
 

   

 

 

 

Section A) WW2 Conferences  

Tehran Conference (Nov 1943): 

1. Britain and the USA to invade France to 

open a second front and take the 

pressure off the USSR. USSR to fight 

Japan after Germany were defeated. 

2. UN to be set up after the war. 

3. Areas of Eastern Poland to be given to 

USSR after the war. 

Yalta Conference (Feb 1945): 

1. USSR to fight Japan after Germany 

surrendered. 

2. Germany to be divided into four zones: 

US, British, French and Soviet. Berlin 

(capital city) would be divided in the 

same way. 

3. Eastern Europe to be a Soviet ‘sphere of 

influence’. 

4. Countries freed from the Germans 

would have free elections. 

Not agreed at Yalta: 

1. How much Germany would pay in 

reparations. 

2. Polish/German borders and free elections 

in Poland  

Changes between Yalta and Potsdam: 

-  April: Roosevelt died - replaced by 

Truman who was an extreme anti-

communist. 

- July: the US secretly tested its first atomic 

bomb successfully. 

- USSR freed countries in Eastern Europe 

from Germany but then kept their army in 

those countries 

- Stalin set up a communist government in 

Poland, ignoring the agreement at Yalta. 

Potsdam Conference (July 1945): 

1. USSR would take reparations from the 

Soviet zone of Germany. 

2. Nazi war criminals would face trial. 

3. Germany would eventually be reunited 

and would hold democratic elections. 

 

Section B) Soviet Expansion and US Reactions 
 
End of WW2: Between 1945 and 1947 the USSR created 
satellite states in: East Germany, Romania, Poland, 
Albania, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Yugoslavia and 
Bulgaria.  

Feb 1946: American ambassador in USSR wrote ‘Long 
Telegram’ to USA, which stated:  
- The Soviets were determined to destroy the 

American way of life and would do everything they 
could to oppose America. 

- The Soviets could be beaten.  
- This could be done without going to war, using 

propaganda. 
 
March 1946: Churchill’s ‘Iron Curtain’ speech in USA 
described an ‘iron curtain’ between Communist and 
capitalist countries in Europe, showing deeper divisions 
between both sides. 
 
Sept 1946: Telegram from Soviet ambassador in USA 
(Novikov) to Stalin stated:  
- USA hated communism and was preparing for a war.  
- USA had money for a war but Soviet economy was 

weak.  
 
1947: Cominform was set up to strengthen the links 
between the Communist governments; Stalin could tell 
eastern European leaders what to do. 
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Section D) Berlin Crisis (Blockade and Airlift) 
 
Germany and Berlin split into 4 zones. Stalin wanted 
to make all of Berlin part of his zone. 
 
Causes of Berlin Crisis:  

Jan 1948: British and US zones of Germany 
combined to form ‘Bizonia’. 
Apr 1948: The USA gave Marshall Aid to West 
Berlin to help it recover from WWII. Stalin wanted 
to keep Germany weak to be safe from future 
attack. He feared the USA was using the Marshall 
Plan to persuade Communists to move to the 
West. 
June 1948:  Allies created a new strong currency 
for their zones (and West Berlin) called the 
western Deutschmark. The Soviets created a 
currency for their zone (and East Berlin) – the 
Ostmark, which was weaker. 

 
24th June 1948: Stalin blockaded West Berlin by land 
and rail to starve West Berlin into giving up. The 
Western allies supplied West Berlin through a 
massive airlift. 
- Airlift lasted 318 days (11 months) 
- 275,000 flights by the Allies carried in 1½ million 

tons of supplies. 
- A plane landed every three minutes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Section F) Hungarian Uprising  
Background: 
March 1953: Stalin died. 
Feb 1956: Khrushchev, new leader of USSR, gave the ‘Secret 

Speech’, in which he criticised Stalin and suggested that 

Soviet policy would become less brutal and repressive. 

Hungary was invaded by the USSR after WWII and the USSR 

put the Communist Party in charge under Rákosi, who ruled 

as a dictator. He killed 2,000 people and imprisoned 

200,000 political opponents. Soviet soldiers stayed in 

Hungary. 

Events: 

July 1956: Rákosi lost power under de-Stalinisation. 

23rd Oct 1956: Hungarians rioted, attacking the secret police 

and Soviet soldiers, and pulling down Stalin’s statue. 

24th Oct: Imre Nagy, a moderate, took over as Prime 

Minister 

28th Oct: Khrushchev agreed to remove Soviet soldiers from 

Hungary. 

28th Oct - 2nd Nov: Hungarians had five days of freedom of 

speech, freedom of religion and democracy. Secret police 

closed down. 

3rd Nov: Nagy announced Hungary would leave the Warsaw 

Pact. 

4th Nov: At dawn, 1,000 Soviet tanks entered Budapest, 

destroyed the Hungarian army and took over Hungarian 

radio. Hungarians fought back and 4,000 were killed. 

Thousands were imprisoned and 200,000 refugees fled to 

Austria. Soviets put Kádár, a harsh dictator, in power. 

16th Jun 1958: Nágy was executed after a secret trial. 

The USSR invaded Hungary because: 
- Khrushchev needed to establish himself in the Soviet 
Union and set an example for the rest of Eastern Europe. He 
feared losing the recently formed Warsaw Pact.  
- Increased pressure from the Chinese leader Mao Zedong 
to protect communism from the West.  
- The West’s involvement in the Suez Crisis meant they were 
distracted and didn’t stop Khrushchev. 
 
Consequences: 

• The invasion proved the strength of Khrushchev and 
that de-Stalinization would only occur on his terms.  

• The Hungarian invasion deterred other satellite states 
from trying to break away and strengthened the 
Warsaw Pact. 

• It showed the West wasn’t that committed to helping 
Communist countries. 

 
 
 

Section E) Berlin Crisis Consequences 
 
Consequences of Berlin Crisis:  
➢ Comecon: USSR created an economic 

organisation in 1949 to encourage trade within 
eastern Europe and offer an alternative to the 
Marshall Plan. 

➢ Germany divided into two countries: The 
Western zones of Germany joined to form the 
Federal Republic of Germany (FRG) in May 1949 
and the Soviet zone became the German 
Democratic Republic (GDR) in October 1949.  

➢ NATO (1949): A military alliance set up for 
Western countries, dominated by the USA where 
all countries promised to support each other in 
war. Stalin thought it was an aggressive rather 
than defensive alliance. 

➢ Truman’s commitment to Europe: Stalin seemed 
to the USA to be acting with extreme aggression 
and the Berlin Airlift was proof of Truman’s policy 
of containing Communism.  

➢ Increased East-West rivalry: The crisis showed 
the stubbornness of each superpower. And 
proved there could no longer be any mutual co-
operation. 

 
 

Section C) Economic Changes 
 
March 1947: Truman developed ‘Truman Doctrine’ 
which said USA would provide help for any country to 
avoid Communism. This was a policy of ‘containment’ 
to stop Communism spreading. He sent money and 
soldiers to stop Communists taking over Greece. 
 
1947: Marshall Plan is agreed by Truman to give 
financial aid to European countries to recover from 
WWII and avoid Communism. By 1953, the USA put $17 
billion into helping Europe. Truman wanted people to 
get back to work, make money and feel good about 
capitalism. 
Consequence: Countries in Stalin’s sphere of influence 
did not get money from Marshall Plan, so he tried to 
make up for this. The USSR created its own economic 
organisation, Comecon, to encourage trade within 
Eastern Europe. 


