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At GCSE you are assessed using 4 Assessment 
Objectives 

A01: Research
You must be able to conduct research on artists in a clear and useful way. 
You must be able to talk about their work in your own words and 
demonstrate how they are relevant to your project. 
A02: Experimentation
You must play around with a range of techniques, approaches and ideas 
before reaching your final piece. Always show everything you have tried, 
take photos of all of your work outside of your book and discuss what you 
are doing!

SECTION A

A03: Recording Ideas
You must explain your artwork as you make it. Consider why you are making 
something. How have you made it? Did an experiment go wrong? Say why and 
how, explain what you will do to respond to this finding.
What are your intentions with a project or technique? ANNOTATE! 
A04: A personal and meaningful response 
You will plan and produce a final piece. You must always show HOW you have 
reached your idea for the final piece and how you are going to make it. This is 
the conclusion to the story of your book so it must make sense in the context of 
your project. You need to try things out and experiment with ideas before 
making your final piece. Take photos of your experiments, draw sketches of 
ideas, conduct research on techniques, EXPLAIN why things are working and 
why they are not. After you have finished you will need to evaluate what 
happened. 

SECTION B

SECTION C

Focusing on Experimentation & Response
Creating a response piece
1. Carry out a photo shoot in response to the artist
2. Present your photos as a contact sheet and print the 2 best 

photos in A5 size
3. Create a series of planning sketches, based on your photos, 

including annotations
4. Carry out a series of small experiments to try out the technique 

you will be using
5. Create an A3 size piece of artwork, based on your planning
6. Write an evaluation to reflect on your final outcome

Focusing on Artist Research Pages
A Research Page should include:
1. Title: Name of the artist or art movement
2. Four examples of artwork with information written underneath
3. An A4 size Transcription of one of the artworks
4. Facts Paragraph in full sentences in your own words
5. Analysis paragraph of the examples of artwork presented
6. Intentions paragraph to explain what artwork you will be

creating in response

- CHANGES

SECTION D



Writing about art at 
GCSE 

WHAT?: Explain the piece of work you are annotating. Be 
very straightforward here, for example ‘This is series of 
photographs I took…’
WHY?: Explain why you made this work and how it helps 
develop your project. Remember you’re the one who made it 
so there had to have been a reason! For example ‘ I wanted to 
explore this technique…’ or ‘To explore ideas about…’
HOW?: How you made this artwork. Be as clear as you can. 
Talk in stages with the help of images or sketches if it’s 
relevant. For example, ‘I drew this using…’
QUALITY?: How did this artwork turn out? Remember to 
consider what your intentions were. How might you 
improve this work? For example ‘I like that…, however…’
EVALUATE: What did you find from making this piece? 
How has this moved your project along? What is your next 
step? For example ‘ Next I will try…’

SECTION 
E

Questions Spr 1: 
Section A 
1. How many assessment objectives are used in GCSE Art? 2. What does A01 refer to? 3. What does A02 
refer to?
4. For your writing for A01, you can copy and paste information from the internet in to your book. True 
or False?
5. What are you experimenting with for A02? 6. What must you show for A02?

SECTION 
F

Section E: 
1.Name the 5 ways you write about art. 2. What does it mean to write about the WHY of your art? 3. 
Give an example of what you would write about for the HOW. 4. What do you need to remember when 
writing about the QUALITY of your work? 5. WHAT is the 1st thing you will describe when writing 
about your art? 6. Give one example of what you might include in an evaluation.

Section F: 
1. Describe 2 things your title must be. 2. What must you do before securing your work in your book? 3. 
How can you match your page design to the theme of the work? 4. What can you use to ‘show off’ your 
artwork? 5. You don’t need to include annotation on each page? True or False? 6. You can copy and paste 
information from the internet and get marks, True or False? 

Keeping a Sketchbook

1. Always include a clear and accurate title. 
2. Figure out everything you are going to include 

on each page and the layout and order they 
will appear in. Do this before securing 
anything in place, otherwise you might run 
out of space. 

3. Match your page design to the theme of the 
work by changing the colours and design. 

4. Make sure to show off your work and use the 
design of the page to do so. 

5. Include your reflection (annotation) on each 
page you create, 

6. Remember your sketchbooking is another 
tool to help you show your teacher that you 
understand. You must always write in your 
own words. 

SECTION 
F

Section B
1.What does A03 refer to? 2.What does A04 refer to? 3. Name 3 things you may write about to 
contribute to your A03.4. If you make an amazing final piece and do no planning  you can still get full 
marks for A04. True or False?
5. Name 3 things you should include in your making of a final piece. 6. How might you add to your 
A04? 

Section C 
1.What is the first step to developing an artist’s research page? 2. What is the second step? 3.
What is the third step? 4. What is the fourth step? 5. What is the fifth step? 6. What is the sixth 
step?
Section D 
1. What is the first step to developing a Response piece? 2. What is the second step? 3. What is 
the third step? 4.What is the fourth step? 5.What is the fifth step? 6. What is the sixth step? 


